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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ADJUSTING
BATTERY PACK STATE OF CHARGE LIMITS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates to operating a battery pack
supplying power to a vehicle.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

Hybrid vehicles may include an internal combustion
engine and an electric motor to provide propulsion force to
vehicle wheels. The hybrid vehicle may provide the perfor-
mance and functionality of a vehicle having a larger displace-
ment internal combustion engine via a smaller displacement
internal combustion engine and the electric motor. The elec-
tric motor may augment engine torque during high driver
demand conditions so that the vehicle may be provided torque
that is similar to that of a larger displacement internal com-
bustion engine. However, the electric motor may not be able
to assist the smaller displacement engine during conditions
when battery state of charge (SOC) is at a lower level. One
way to reduce the possibility of having an insufficient amount
of'torque available at the electric motor is to increase battery
pack size so that a battery supplying power to the electric
motor stores a greater amount of electrical energy. However,
adding additional battery pack increases battery pack costand
battery pack volume. Therefore, it would be desirable to
provide additional charge storage capacity and additional
charge souring capacity without having to increase battery
volume.

The inventors herein have developed a system for operat-
ing a battery pack of a vehicle, comprising: a battery pack
including a plurality of battery cells; and a controller includ-
ing non-transitory instructions for adjusting battery pack state
of charge operating thresholds in response to vehicle mass.

By adjusting battery pack state of charge operating thresh-
olds in response to vehicle mass, it may be possible to provide
the technical result of increasing stored charge in a battery so
that a vehicle may be propelled for a longer period of time via
an electric motor when vehicle mass increases. Additionally,
the battery discharge amount may be increased so that the
battery may be discharged to a lower level when vehicle mass
increases. In this way, an electrical motor propelling a vehicle
may operate for a longer period of time as compared to if
battery state of charge operating thresholds were not adjusted.
Further, the battery pack charging and discharging power
may be adjusted in response to vehicle mass so that additional
motor torque may be provided when vehicle mass increases.

The present description may provide several advantages. In
particular, the approach provides for a way to increase an
amount of energy and/or power delivered by a motor to a
vehicle driveline. Further, high duty vehicles may be operated
at higher loads where a battery SOC window is extended;
however, the SOC window extent may be decreased when the
high duty vehicle is operated at lower loads so that battery life
may be extended. Further still, the approach also improves the
rate of battery charging and discharging as vehicle mass
increases.

The above advantages and other advantages, and features
of the present description will be readily apparent from the
following Detailed Description when taken alone or in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings.

It should be understood that the summary above is pro-
vided to introduce in simplified form a selection of concepts
that are further described in the detailed description. It is not
meant to identify key or essential features of the claimed
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subject matter, the scope of which is defined uniquely by the
claims that follow the detailed description. Furthermore, the
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any disadvantages noted above or in any part of this
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of a vehicle battery pack;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic view of a vehicle battery pack in
a vehicle;

FIG. 3 shows an example battery pack operating sequence;
and

FIGS. 4 and 5 show a flowchart of a method or adjusting
battery pack state of charge limits; and

FIGS. 6A and 6B show example battery pack state of
charge windows.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present description is related to adjusting battery pack
SOC limits. A vehicle battery pack may include the features
and devices included in the description of FIG. 1. The vehicle
battery pack may be positioned in a vehicle as shown in FIG.
2. The battery pack may provide the operating sequence
shown in FIG. 3 when the method of FIG. 4 is included in the
system of FIGS. 1 and 2. FIG. 4 describes a SOC window and
how battery operation is affected when SOC limits are
adjusted.

Referring now to FIG. 1, an example battery pack 100 is
illustrated. Battery pack 100 includes battery cell stack 102
comprised of a plurality of battery cells 103. Battery pack 100
may be air cooled by fan 112, or alternatively, liquid cooled
via optional coolant circuit 104 and pump 105. Battery cells
103 may be lithium-ion, nickel-cadmium, or other known
chemistries. Battery cells 103 may be electrically connected
in series and/or parallel. Battery cells electrically connected
in series increase battery pack output voltage. Battery cells
electrically connected in parallel increase the battery capacity
or amp-hour rating. Battery pack temperature may be sensed
ormeasured via battery pack temperature sensor 108. Insome
examples, a battery temperature sensor may be supplied for
each/or several battery cells 103.

Battery fan 112 and/or pump 105 may be selectively acti-
vated and deactivated in response to battery pack temperature
sensor 108. Further, a speed of rotation of battery fan 112
and/or pump 105 may be varied in response to battery pack
temperature sensor 108. For example, if battery pack tem-
perature is approaching a high temperature threshold, a speed
of battery fan 112 and/or pump 105 may be increased. Alter-
natively, if battery pack temperature is decreasing and
approaching a lower temperature threshold, a speed of battery
fan 112 and/or pump 105 may be reduced.

During conditions when battery pack 100 is at lower tem-
peratures, battery pack heating elements 122 may be activated
to increase the temperature of battery pack 100. In one
example, if battery temperature sensor 108 indicates a low
battery temperature, heating elements 122 are activated to
increase battery temperature so that battery efficiency may be
increased.

Battery pack 100 also includes a battery controller 130
including inputs and outputs 132. Battery controller 130 also
includes non-transitory memory or read-only memory 134
for storing executable instructions. Battery controller 130
also includes volatile memory 136 for storing variables and
instructions. Battery controller 130 also includes a central
processing unit 138 that is in electrical communication with
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volatile memory 136, read-only memory 134, and inputs and
outputs 132. Inputs and outputs 132 are in electrical commu-
nication with battery pack sensors and actuators (e.g., tem-
perature sensor 108). Battery controller 130 is in electrical
communication with user display or light 150 for indicating
battery pack degradation. Battery controller 130 may also
limit battery pack output power via limiting current through
current limiting device 145 (e.g., transistor, thyristor, FET,
MOSFET, etc.). In some examples, battery pack 100 may
include humidity sensor 146 and barometric pressure sensor
147. Alternatively, battery pack 100 may receive barometric
pressure and humidity from a vehicle controller. Battery con-
troller 130 may also communicate with other vehicle control-
lers such as powertrain controllers, propulsion motor control-
lers, transmission controllers, etc. The battery controller may
communicate SOC limits to other controllers to limit battery
output powetr.

Referring now to FIG. 2, an example vehicle 202 in which
battery pack 100 may be included is shown. Vehicle 202 may
include a motor 206 to propel vehicle 202 and a vehicle
controller 204. Vehicle controller 204 controls motor 206 in
response to vehicle conditions and driver demand torque.
Motor 206 is supplied electrical power via battery pack 100.
In some examples, vehicle controller 204 may control both
motor 206 and an optional internal combustion engine 225.

Vehicle controller 204 also includes inputs and outputs
232. Vehicle controller 204 also includes non-transitory
memory or read-only memory 234 for storing executable
instructions. Vehicle controller 230 also includes volatile
memory 236 for storing variables and instructions. Vehicle
controller 230 also includes a central processing unit 238 that
is in electrical communication with volatile memory 236,
read-only memory 234, and inputs and outputs 232. Inputs
and outputs 232 are in electrical communication with battery
pack controller 130 via a CAN bus, for example.

Thus, the system of FIGS. 1 and 2 provides for a system for
operating a battery pack of a vehicle, comprising: a battery
pack including a plurality of battery cells; and a controller
including non-transitory instructions for adjusting battery
pack state of charge operating thresholds in response to
vehicle mass. The system includes where vehicle mass
includes vehicle cargo and passengers. The system includes
where vehicle mass includes mass of a trailer mechanically
coupled to the vehicle.

In some examples, the system includes where adjusting
battery pack state of charge includes increasing a battery pack
state of charge battery charging maximum threshold. The
system includes where adjusting battery pack state of charge
includes decreasing a battery pack state of charge battery
discharging minimum threshold. The system includes where
adjusting battery pack state of charge includes increasing a
battery pack charging energy and/or power in response to an
increase in vehicle mass. The system includes where adjust-
ing battery pack state of charge includes increasing a battery
pack discharging energy and/or power in response to an
increase in vehicle mass.

In another example, the system of FIGS. 1 and 2 provides
for a system for operating a battery pack of a vehicle, com-
prising: a battery pack including a plurality of battery cells;
and a controller including non-transitory instructions for
adjusting battery pack state of charge operating thresholds in
response to environmental conditions that affect power of an
engine. The system includes where the environmental condi-
tions include barometric pressure. The system includes where
the environmental conditions include humidity.

The system also includes where adjusting battery pack
state of charge operating thresholds includes increasing a
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battery pack state of charge battery charging maximum
threshold in response to an environmental condition that
decreases power of an engine. The system includes where
adjusting battery pack state of charge operating thresholds
includes decreasing a battery pack state of charge battery
discharging minimum threshold in response to the environ-
mental condition that decreases power of the engine. The
system includes where adjusting the battery pack state of
charge operating thresholds includes increasing a battery
pack charging energy and/or power in response to the envi-
ronmental condition that decreases power of the engine. The
system includes where adjusting the battery pack state of
charge operating thresholds includes increasing a battery
pack discharging energy and/or power in response to the
environmental condition that decreases power of the engine.

Referring now to FIG. 3, an example prophetic battery
pack operating sequence is shown. The battery operating
sequence of FIG. 3 may be provided by the system shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2. Further, the battery operating sequence may be
the output of the method of FIGS. 4 and 5. FIG. 3 includes
vertical markers T0-T7 that show times of particular interest
in the sequence.

The first plot from the top of FIG. 3 is a plot of estimated
vehicle mass versus time. Vehicle mass may be estimated as is
described in the method of FIGS. 4 and 5. The X axis repre-
sents time and time increases from the left to right side of FIG.
3. The Y axis represents vehicle mass and vehicle mass
increases in the direction of the Y axis arrow. Vehicle mass
may include the base vehicle, passengers, vehicle payload,
and any towed trailers.

The second plot from the top of FIG. 3 is a plot of battery
pack SOC window versus time. The X axis represents time
and time increases from the left to right side of FIG. 3. The Y
axis represents estimated battery pack SOC and SOC
increases in the direction of the Y axis arrow. SOC is zero at
the X axis. Solid line 350 represents a battery pack SOC_h-
igh, which is the highest SOC point that battery pack is
allowed to operation at full charge power, and solid line 351
represents a SOC_low, which is the lowest SOC value that the
battery pack is allowed to operate at full discharge power.
When SOC is less than SOC_low or greater than SOC_high,
the battery pack charge and/or discharge power is reduced to
maintain battery operation in the SOC window defined by
SOC_high and SOC_low. The variable SOC_max is adjusted
above SOC_high, and SOC_min is adjusted below SOC_low
(e.g., SOC_max is 70% and SOC_high is 65%; SOC_low is
35% and SOC_min is 30%). SOC_max is the maximum SOC
value that battery pack is allowed to be charged to and avail-
able battery pack charge power is zero at SOC_max. SOC_
min is the minimum value that the battery pack is allowed to
be discharged to and available battery pack discharge power
is zero at SOC_min. Horizontal line 302 represents a SOC_h-
igh for normal vehicle conditions (e.g., unloaded vehicle
weight plus a predetermined amount of additional weight).
Horizontal line 304 represents 50% SOC. SOC may be
described as a percentage of charge stored in a battery refer-
enced to the battery capacity. For example, if a battery has a
100 ampere-hour capacity and the SOC is 50%, the battery
has 50 ampere-hours at its present storage level. Horizontal
line 304 represents a SOC_low for normal vehicle conditions.
The SOC window includes a maximum SOC value, a high
SOC value, a low SOC value, and a minimum SOC value
which are described in greater detail in the description of FIG.
6; however, the SOC_max and SOC_min values are not
shown so as to make the plot more interpretable. SOC_max
and SOC_min may follow the trends of SOC_high and
SOC_low.
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The third plot from the top of FIG. 3 is a plot of ambient
barometric pressure at which the vehicle is operating. Baro-
metric pressure may affect engine operation when a vehicle is
operated at higher altitudes. Therefore, it may be desirable to
adjust the SOC window at higher altitudes (e.g., lower baro-
metric pressures) so that additional power may be available to
the motor to compensate for engine power loss due to low
barometric pressure. The X axis represents time and time
increases from the left to right side of FIG. 3. The Y axis
represents ambient barometric pressure and ambient baro-
metric pressure increases in the direction of the Y axis arrow.

The fourth plot from the top of FIG. 3 is a plot of battery
pack temperature versus time. The X axis represents time and
time increases from the left to right side of FIG. 3. The Y axis
represents battery pack temperature and battery pack tem-
perature increases in the direction of the Y axis arrow. Hori-
zontal line 310 represents a battery pack higher temperature
operating limit. Horizontal line 312 represents a battery pack
lower temperature operating limit.

At time T0, the vehicle in which a battery pack operates is
operating at nominal conditions where vehicle mass is less
than a threshold mass. The vehicle mass is at a lower level and
it includes the unloaded vehicle weight plus a predetermined
amount of weight. The battery SOC window is at a base level
at nominal vehicle operating conditions. Therefore, the
SOC_high 350 is at the level 302 and SOC_low 351 is at the
level 306. Barometric pressure is constant and at a higher
level (e.g., sea level). The battery pack temperature is at a
middle level.

At time T1, the vehicle mass increases. The vehicle mass
may increase via mechanically coupling a trailer to the
vehicle and/or adding a payload (e.g., bricks, lumber, people,
etc.). The change in vehicle mass may be determined via the
method described in the method of FIGS. 4 and 5, or it may be
estimated from vehicle ride height sensors. The SOC window
is expanded in response to the increase in vehicle mass. In
particular the SOC_high is increased and the SOC_low is
decreased. By increasing the SOC_high, the battery may
store more charge and the battery charging rate may be
increased at higher levels of SOC. Decreasing the SOC_low
allows the battery to discharge to a lower level and the dis-
charge rate may also be increased as the SOC_low is lowered.
The ambient barometric pressure remains constant as does
the battery pack temperature.

Between time T1 and time T2, the SOC_high and
SOC_low values are slew rate limited so that changes in
motor torque that result from increased SOC_high and
decreased SOC_low may be less noticeable to a driver. The
vehicle in which the battery pack operates travels according
to driver demands (not shown).

At time T2, the ambient barometric pressure begins to
decrease in response to the vehicle in which the battery pack
operates ascends to a higher altitude. Since less air is available
at higher altitudes as compared to lower altitudes, available
engine power may be diminished for naturally aspirated
engines. The loss in engine power may be at least partially
overcome via increasing the SOC window since increasing
the SOC window increases the battery discharge rate at lower
SOC levels and increases the battery charge rate at higher
SOC levels. The SOC window is adjusted proportionately
with the decrease in barometric pressure and the increase in
vehicle altitude. The battery pack temperature remains at a
middle level.

Between time T2 and time T3, the barometric pressure
decreases as the vehicle travels to a higher altitude and then
increases as the vehicle travels to a lower altitude near time
T3. The SOC window is adjusted in response to the baromet-
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ric pressure. Further, the SOC remains expanded in response
to the increase in vehicle mass that occurred at time T1. The
vehicle mass remains constant as does the battery pack tem-
perature.

At time T3, the vehicle mass is reduced via decoupling a
trailer from the vehicle and/or reducing the vehicle payload.
The SOC window is contracted toward the nominal condition
SOC window. The ambient barometric pressure remains con-
stant as does the battery pack temperature.

Between time T3 and time T4, the SOC_high and
SOC_low values are slew rate limited so that changes in
motor torque that result from decreasing SOC_high and
increasing SOC_low may be less noticeable to a driver. The
ambient barometric pressure and battery pack temperature
remain at constant unchanged values.

At time T4, battery pack temperature begins to increase.
The battery pack temperature may begin to increase in
response to warmer ambient air temperature, increased cur-
rent flow into or out of the battery, or other conditions. Vehicle
mass and ambient barometric pressure are unchanged and
constant.

Between time T4 and time T5, the battery pack temperature
approaches the battery pack higher temperature limit. The
battery SOC_high is decreased and the SOC_low is increased
in response to the battery temperature. By limiting the SOC
window at higher battery temperatures, the possibility of
battery pack degradation may be reduced. Shortly after
approaching the battery pack higher limit, the battery pack
temperature begins to decrease and the SOC window is
returned to the nominal battery pack SOC window.

At time T5, the vehicle mass is increased a second time.
The SOC window is expanded by increasing the SOC_high
and decreasing the SOC_low. Further, the rate of change to
the SOC_high and SOC_low is slew rate limited so as to
reduce the possibility of the driver detecting any operational
difference. The ambient barometric pressure and battery pack
temperature are at constant values.

At time T6, the vehicle mass is increased a third time. The
SOC window is expanded further by increasing the SOC_h-
igh and decreasing the SOC_low. Additionally, the rate of
change to the SOC_high and SOC_low is slew rate limited so
as to reduce the possibility of the driver detecting any opera-
tional difference. The ambient barometric pressure and bat-
tery pack temperature are at constant values.

At time T7, the vehicle mass is reduced to a lower level
where it includes the unloaded vehicle weight plus a prede-
termined amount of weight. The SOC window is reduced in
span (e.g., SOC_high is reduced and SOC_low is increased)
in response to the reduction in vehicle mass. The ambient
barometric pressure and battery pack temperature remain at
constant values.

In this way, the battery pack SOC window may be adjusted
in response to vehicle mass and ambient barometric pressure
so that additional range and performance may be provided via
a motor when the engine is able to produce less torque than at
sea level or when engine load is increases such that vehicle
performance may be reduced.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, a method for operating a
battery pack in a vehicle is shown. The method of FIGS. 4 and
5 may be stored in non-transitory memory of a controller as
executable instructions in a system as is shown in FIGS. 1 and
2. Further, the method of FIG. 4 may provide and operating
sequence as is shown in FIG. 3.

At 402, method 400 determines battery pack temperature.
Battery pack temperature may be determined via a battery
pack temperature sensor. Alternatively, battery pack tempera-
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ture may be estimated via a model. Method 400 proceeds to
404 after battery temperature is determined.

At 404, method 400 determines vehicle mass and counts
time and/or distance a vehicle has travelled while vehicle
mass is greater than a baseline vehicle mass plus a predeter-
mined mass. Vehicle mass includes mass of the vehicle, the
vehicle’s payload, and mass of any towed trailer.

In one example, vehicle mass may be determined at con-
stant vehicle speed as follows:

Driveline torque=road load+grade based torque

T _wh=R_rr*M v¥*g*sin(0,)+7_#l;

where T_wh;=Wheel Torque on grade angle=0,,
R_rr=Driven wheel rolling radius, M_v=vehicle mass esti-
mate, g=gravity constant, 0,=grade angle for grade 1, and
T_rl,=Road load torque at the driven wheel on grade 1.

M v=[(T_wh =T _why)+(T_rl,=T _#l))/[R_rr¥g*
(sin ©,—sin 6,)]
where T_wh,=Wheel Torque on grade angle=0,, 0,=grade
angle for grade 2, and T_rl,=Road load torque at the driven
wheel on grade 2.

Alternatively, vehicle mass may be determined via vehicle
height sensors or via a vehicle accelerometer or mass sensor
installed on each wheel support system. For example, if
vehicle height is reduced due to an increase in vehicle pay-
load, output of vehicle height sensors is converted to an esti-
mated vehicle mass.

Additionally, if vehicle mass is greater than a baseline
vehicle mass plus a predetermined mass, method 400 starts a
timer and counts an amount of time since the baseline vehicle
mass plus the predetermined mass has been exceeded by a
larger vehicle mass. Alternatively, method 400 may accumu-
late a distance a vehicle has traveled since the baseline vehicle
mass plus the predetermined mass has been exceeded by a
larger vehicle mass. Method 400 proceeds to 406 after deter-
mining vehicle mass.

At 406, method 400 judges whether or not the vehicle has
been operating at a mass that is greater than (G.T.) a baseline
vehicle mass plus a predetermined mass for more than a
threshold amount of time or distance traveled. For example,
method 400 may judge whether or not, during the whole life
of the vehicle, the mass is greater than the baseline vehicle
mass plus a predetermined mass for greater than either 500
hours or 15,000 miles. If method 400 judges that vehicle mass
is greater than baseline vehicle mass (e.g., vehicle mass when
the vehicle is fully fueled, without passengers, and without
payload) plus a predetermined mass, the answer is yes and
method 400 proceeds to 408. Otherwise, the answer is no and
method 400 proceeds to 420.

In this way, method 400 may improve battery charging and
provide a higher battery charge level in response to vehicle
mass. However, if the vehicle mass is increased for longer
than may be desired, the SOC window limits may be gradu-
ally returned to normal or nominal levels (e.g., 35% SOC_low
and 65% SOC_high).

At 408, method 400 adjusts limits that define the SOC
window. In particular, SOC_max (state of charge maximum
level for charging), SOC_high (state of charge where charg-
ing power begins to be reduced before charging power
reaches zero at SOC_max), SOC_min (state of charge mini-
mum level for discharging), SOC_low (state of charge where
discharging power begins to be reduced before discharging
power reaches zero at SOC_min) are adjusted to nominal or
normal levels that may be predetermined and stored in
memory. In one example, normal SOC limits for the SOC
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window are SOC_max=70, SOC_high=65, SOC_low=35,
and SOC_min=30 at nominal 20° C. battery temperature.
SOC_max is adjusted to less than or equal to 100% so that the
possibility of overcharging the battery is reduced. Further,
battery life may be extended by not charging the battery to
exceed 100% of capacity every time the battery pack is
charged. SOC_min is adjusted to greater than 0% so that the
battery is not drained to a level that may cause degradation in
battery performance or life. Method 400 proceeds to 410 after
the SOC limits are adjusted.

At 410, method 400 operates the battery pack with the SOC
limits. By operating the battery pack with the limits from 408,
424, 434, or 438 method 400 limits battery charging to SOC_
max, limits battery discharge to SOC_min, limits battery
charging power between SOC_high and SOC_max, and lim-
its battery discharging power between SOC_low and SOC_
min. The battery pack may also communicate the SOC limits
to the vehicle controller so that the vehicle controller limits
motor torque based on the SOC limits determined at 408, 424,
434, or 438. For example, the motor torque command may be
limited based on battery discharge power between SOC_min
and SOC_low. Method 400 proceeds to exit after the battery
pack is operated with SOC window limits. The battery pack
may also communicate to vehicle controller about possible
changes of the battery charge and/or discharge power at vari-
ous SOC window setting. For example, at normal SOC win-
dows, the charge and discharge power is limited to 35 kW
between SOC_low and SOC_high. At extended SOC win-
dows, the charge and discharge power may be increased to 40
kW.

At 420, method 400 determines intermediate variables for
determining SOC_max, SOC_high, SOC_low, and SOC_
min. In particular, method 400 determines variables MAXI-
MUM_LOAD_SOC_MAXIMUM, NORMAL_LOAD _
SOC_MAXIMUM, MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_HIGH,
NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_HIGH, MAXIMUM_LOAD_SO-
C_LOW, NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_LOW, MAXIMUM _
LOAD_SOC_MINIMUM, and NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_
MINIMUM. The variables are a function of battery tempera-
ture and are determined via indexing look-up tables based on
battery temperature. MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_MAXI-
MUM represents SOC_max at maximum vehicle mass.
NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_MAXIMUM represents SOC_
max at normal vehicle mass. MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_H-
IGH represents a SOC_high value at maximum vehicle mass.
NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_HIGH represents a SOC_high
value at normal vehicle mass. MAXIMUM_LOAD_SO-
C_LOW represents a SOC_low value at maximum vehicle
mass. NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_LOW  represents a
SOC_low value at normal vehicle mass. MAXIMUM_
LOAD_SOC_MINIMUM represents a SOC_min value at
maximum vehicle mass. NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_MINI-
MUM represents a SOC_min at normal vehicle mass. The
values stored in the tables may be empirically determined.
Method 400 proceeds to 422 after the variable have been
determined.

At 422, method 400 determines coefficients for determin-
ing SOC_max, SOC_high, SOC_low, and SOC_min. The
coefficients take on values ranging from 0 to 1. A value of zero
corresponds to a normal vehicle mass. A value of one corre-
sponds to a vehicle at its highest allowed mass. In one
example, the coefficients may be determined from the follow-
ing equation:

coeff=(vehicle_mass—-normal_mass)/
(maximum_mass—normal_mass)
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where coeff is the coefficient value, vehicle_mass is the vehi-
cle’s present mass, normal_mass is the baseline vehicle mass
plus a predetermined mass, and maximum_mass is the vehi-
cle’s maximum rated mass. Method 400 proceeds to 424 after
the coefficients are determined. There may be the same or
separate coefficients for different state of charge operating
thresholds.

At 424, method 400 determines SOC_max, SOC_high,
SOC_low, and SOC_min from the following equations:

SOC_max=NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_MAXIMUM?*

(1—coeff)+
MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_MAXIMUM*coeff

SOC_high=NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_HIGH*

(1—coeff)+
MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_HIGH*coeff

SOC_low=NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_LOW*

(1—coeff)+
MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_LOW*coeff

SOC_max=NORMAL_LOAD_SOC_MINIMUM*
(1—coeff)+
MAXIMUM_LOAD_SOC_MINIMUM*coeff
Thus, the variables SOC_max, SOC_high, SOC_low, and
SOC_min are a blend of high mass and nominal SOC limits.
Method 400 proceeds to 426 after the SOC window limits
have been determined.

At 426, method 400 judges whether or not an engine in the
hybrid vehicle is operating. However, in some examples,
method 400 may simply proceed to 428 whether or not the
engine is operating. If method 400, judges that the engine is
operating, the answer is yes and method 400 proceeds to 428.
Otherwise, the answer is no and method 400 proceeds to 410.

At 428, method 400 determines ambient humidity level.
Ambient humidity level may be determined from output of a
humidity sensor. Method 400 proceeds to 430 after ambient
humidity level is determined.

At 430, method 400 determines ambient barometric pres-
sure. Ambient barometric pressure may be determined from
output of a barometric pressure sensor. Method 400 proceeds
to 432 after ambient humidity level is determined.

At 432, method 400 judges whether or not maximum
engine power output is affected by the present barometric
pressure by more than a threshold amount of power. The
engine may produce maximum power output at sea level and
engine power output decreases as the vehicle increases in
altitude where barometric pressure is lower. If method 400
judges that maximum engine power output may be affected
by the present barometric pressure by more than a threshold
amount of engine power (e.g., 3% engine power output reduc-
tion) the answer is yes and method 400 proceeds to 434.
Otherwise, the answer is no and method 400 proceeds to 436.

At 434, method 400 adjusts SOC window limiting vari-
ables SOC_max, SOC_high, SOC_low, and SOC_min in
response to barometric pressure. In one example, method 400
may modify the variable coeff at 422 and recalculate the SOC
window limit parameters at 424. The value of coeff is still
constrained to a value between 0 and 1. A decrease in baro-
metric pressure may increase the value of the variable coeff
toward the value of one. An increase in barometric pressure
may decrease the value of variable coeff toward the value of
Zero.

In other examples, SOC window limiting variables are
adjusted via an offset that is scaled with decreasing baromet-
ric pressure (e.g., adjusted proportionately). For example, the
offset may range from a value of 0 to 5 and the offset value
added to the SOC window limiting variables is increased

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

from 0 to 5 over a barometric pressure range from 100 kPa to
25 kPa. Therefore, if barometric pressure is 25 kPa, the value
of'the SOC window limiting variable may be increased by 5
so that the SOC limit is increased by 5%. In some examples,
a specific unique barometric pressure adjustment may be
provided for each SOC window limiting variable and each
unique barometric pressure adjustment may be a different
value than the other barometric pressure adjustments. Fur-
ther, the SOC window limiting variables may be limited to
predetermined values so that adjustments for vehicle mass,
barometric pressure, and humidity do not exceed predeter-
mined values (e.g., 97% SOC). Method 400 proceeds to 436
after the SOC window limiting variables are adjusted for
barometric pressure.

At 436, method 400 judges whether or not engine knock
limited spark timing is affected by the present humidity level
such that engine maximum power output is reduced by more
than a threshold amount of power. The engine may produce
maximum power output at higher humidity levels (e.g., 90%);
however, if air temperature is high and humidity is low (e.g.,
20%), maximum engine power may be reduced because of
engine knock. Spark timing may be retarded to prevent engine
knock. Consequently, engine maximum power may be
reduced as spark timing is retarded from minimum spark
timing for best torque (MBT). If method 400 judges that
maximum engine power output may be affected by the
present humidity level and ambient temperature by more than
a threshold amount of engine power (e.g., 3% engine power
output reduction) the answer is yes and method 400 proceeds
to 438. Otherwise, the answer is no and method 400 proceeds
to 410.

At 438, method 400 adjusts SOC window limiting vari-
ables SOC_max, SOC_high, SOC_low, and SOC_min in
response to ambient humidity and temperature. In one
example, method 400 may modify the variable coeff at 422
and recalculate the SOC window limit parameters at 424. The
value of coeff is still constrained to a value between O and 1.
A decrease in humidity and an increase in temperature may
increase the value of the variable coeff toward the value of
one. An increase in humidity and a decrease in temperature
may decrease the value of variable coeff toward the value of
Zero.

In other examples, SOC window limiting variables are
adjusted via an offset that is scaled with decreasing humidity
level (e.g., adjusted proportionately). For example, the offset
may range from a value of 0 to 5 and the offset value added to
the SOC window limiting variables is increased from 0 to 5
over ahumidity range from 20% to 95%. Therefore, if humid-
ity is 20%, the value of the SOC window limiting variable
may be increased by 5 so that the SOC limit is increased by
5%. In some examples, a specific unique humidity adjustment
may be provided for each SOC window limiting variable and
each unique humidity adjustment may be a different value
than the other humidity adjustments. In some examples, the
SOC window limit variables may be adjusted in response to a
variable that is adjusted for both ambient humidity and tem-
perature. The SOC window limit variables increase the SOC
window range when engine output power may be reduced by
low ambient humidity and high ambient temperature. The
SOC window limit variable decrease the SOC window range
when engine output power may be increased by high ambient
humidity and low ambient temperature. Further, the SOC
window limiting variables may be limited to predetermined
values so that adjustments for vehicle mass, barometric pres-
sure, and humidity do not exceed predetermined values (e.g.,
97% SOC). Method 400 proceeds to 410 after the SOC win-
dow limiting variables are adjusted for humidity level.
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In this way, SOC window limits may be adjusted to
improve vehicle performance and range when environmental
conditions may reduce engine output torque. Further, if the
vehicle mass or load is increased, SOC window limits may be
adjusted to increase assistance provided to an engine via a
motor by increasing the amount of charge that may be sup-
plied to the motor (e.g., discharge conditions) and by increas-
ing the rate charge is supplied to the motor. SOC window limit
adjustments also may affect battery charging so that addi-
tional charge may be stored in the battery pack to extend the
time charge may be supplied to the motor that assists the
engine.

Thus, the SOC window limiting variables may be adjusted
accordingly: For an increase in vehicle mass, SOC_max and
SOC_high may be increased while SOC_low and SOC_min
are decreased to extend the SOC window. For decreases in
vehicle mass, SOC_max and SOC_high may be decreased
while SOC_low and SOC_min are increased to shrink the
SOC window. For a decrease in ambient barometric pressure,
SOC_max and SOC_high may be increased while SOC_low
and SOC_min are decreased to extend the SOC window. For
increases in ambient barometric pressure, SOC_max and
SOC_high may be decreased while SOC_low and SOC_min
are increased to shrink the SOC window. For a decrease in
ambient humidity, SOC_max and SOC_high may be
increased while SOC_low and SOC_min are decreased to
extend the SOC window. For increases in ambient humidity,
SOC_max and SOC_high may be decreased while SOC_low
and SOC_min are increased to shrink the SOC window.

Thus, the method of FIGS. 4 and 5 provides for a method
for operating a battery pack, comprising: adjusting an avail-
able amount of battery pack output power in response to
vehicle mass. The method further comprises adjusting the
output power of the battery pack in response to environmental
conditions that affect torque of an engine. The method
includes where the vehicle mass includes mass of a trailer
mechanically coupled to the vehicle. The method further
comprises adjusting battery pack state of charge operating
thresholds in response to vehicle mass. The method includes
where adjusting the available amount of battery pack output
power includes decreasing the available amount of battery
pack output power in response to a decrease in vehicle mass.
The method further comprises reducing the available amount
of battery pack output power in response to no change in
vehicle mass after a predetermined duration.

Referring now to FIG. 6 A, an example plot of SOC window
limits SOC_high and SOC_max is shown. The X axis repre-
sents battery pack SOC and SOC is an expression of available
battery pack capacity. For example, a SOC value of 50 or 50%
represents 50% of the battery pack’s rated charge capacity is
stored in the battery pack. SOC ranges from 0 at the Y axis to
100 at the end of the X axis.

TheY axis represents battery pack charging power for the
SOC window limits. The battery pack charging power is an
amount of power the battery pack may receive. The battery
pack charging power varies with SOC as shown. The battery
pack charging power increases in the direction of the Y axis
arrow.

Solid line 602 represents SOC window limits as defined by
SOC_max and SOC_high for nominal conditions (e.g., no
increased vehicle mass, high humidity, and high barometric
pressure). SOC_max for these conditions is at 612. SOC_h-
igh for these conditions is at 610. Notice that the battery
charging power is reduced from SOC_high at 610 to SOC_
max at 612. Therefore, when the battery is charging during
nominal conditions, battery charging power is reduced after

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

battery SOC reaches SOC_high at 610. Battery charging
power is zero at SOC_max at 612.

Dash-dot line 604 represents SOC window limits as
defined by SOC_max and SOC_high for non-nominal condi-
tions (e.g., increased vehicle mass, low humidity, and low
barometric pressure). SOC_max for these conditions is at
616. SOC_high for these conditions is at 614. Again, notice
that the battery charging power is reduced from SOC_high at
614 to SOC_max at 616. Therefore, when the battery is charg-
ing during non-nominal conditions, battery charging power is
reduced after battery SOC reaches SOC_high at 614. Battery
charging power is zero at SOC_max at 616. Dash-dot line 604
represents an increase in the SOC window limits. Increasing
the SOC window limits increases the amount of charge the
battery receives and the rate of power the battery receives.

Referring now to FIG. 6B, an example plot of SOC window
limits SOC_low and SOC_min is shown. The X axis repre-
sents battery pack SOC and SOC is an expression of available
battery pack capacity. SOC ranges from 0 at the Y axis to 100
at the end of the X axis.

TheY axis represents battery pack discharging power for
the SOC window limits. The battery pack discharging power
is an amount of power the battery pack may output. The
battery pack discharging power varies with SOC as shown.
The battery pack discharging power increases in the direction
of the'Y axis arrow.

Solid line 624 represents SOC window limits as defined by
SOC_min and SOC_low for nominal conditions (e.g., no
increased vehicle mass, high humidity, and high barometric
pressure). SOC_min for these conditions is at 654. SOC_low
for these conditions is at 656. Notice that the battery discharg-
ing power is reduced from SOC_low at 656 to SOC_min at
654. Therefore, when the battery is discharging during nomi-
nal conditions, battery discharging power is reduced after
battery SOC reaches SOC_low at 656. Battery discharging
power is zero at SOC_min at 654.

Dash-dot line 620 represents SOC window limits as
defined by SOC_min and SOC_low for non-nominal condi-
tions (e.g., increased vehicle mass, low humidity, and low
barometric pressure). SOC_min for these conditions is at 650.
SOC_low for these conditions is at 652. Again, notice that the
battery discharging power is reduced from SOC_low at 652 to
SOC_min at 650. Therefore, when the battery is discharging
during non-nominal conditions, battery discharging power is
reduced after battery SOC reaches SOC_low at 652. Battery
discharging power is zero at SOC_min at 650. Dash-dot line
620 represents a decrease in the SOC window limits.
Decreasing the SOC window limits increases the amount of
discharge the battery provides and the rate of power the bat-
tery is drawn from the battery pack.

In this way, battery pack SOC window limits may be
adjusted to increase and/or decrease battery charging. Fur-
ther, SOC window limits may be adjusted to increase or
decrease the rate of battery charging and/or discharging.

The subject matter of the present disclosure includes all
novel and nonobvious combinations and subcombinations of
the various systems and configurations, and other features,
functions, and/or properties disclosed herein. Further, the
described actions, operations, methods, and/or functions may
graphically represent code to be programmed into non-tran-
sitory memory of the computer readable storage medium in
the battery control system.

The following claims particularly point out certain combi-
nations and subcombinations regarded as novel and nonob-
vious. These claims may refer to “an” element or “a first”
element or the equivalent thereof. Such claims should be
understood to include incorporation of one or more such
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elements, neither requiring nor excluding two or more such
elements. Other combinations and subcombinations of the
disclosed features, functions, elements, and/or properties
may be claimed through amendment of the present claims or
through presentation of new claims in this or a related appli-
cation. Such claims, whether broader, narrower, equal, or
different in scope to the original claims, also are regarded as
included within the subject matter of the present disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for operating a battery pack of a vehicle,
comprising:

a battery pack including a plurality of battery cells; and

a controller including non-transitory instructions for

adjusting battery pack state of charge operating thresh-
olds in response to vehicle mass, where the battery pack
state of charge operating thresholds include an adjust-
able battery state of charge maximum level threshold
and an adjustable battery state of charge minimum level
threshold.

2. The system of claim 1, where vehicle mass includes
vehicle cargo and passengers, and where the adjustable bat-
tery state of charge maximum level threshold is increased in
response to an increase in the vehicle mass and the adjustable
battery state of charge minimum level threshold is decreased
in response to the increase in the vehicle mass.

3. The system of claim 1, where vehicle mass includes
mass of a trailer mechanically coupled to the vehicle, and
further comprising providing zero battery pack charging
power when a battery pack state of charge is at the adjustable
battery state of charge maximum level threshold.

4. The system of claim 1, where adjusting battery pack state
of'charge operating thresholds includes decreasing the adjust-
able battery state of charge maximum level threshold in
response to a decrease in the vehicle mass and increasing the
adjustable battery state of charge minimum level threshold in
response to the decrease in the vehicle mass.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising adjusting
battery pack charging power in response to the vehicle mass.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising increasing a
battery pack charging power at a particular battery state of
charge level in response to an increase in vehicle mass.
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7. The system of claim 1, further comprising increasing a
battery pack discharging power at a particular battery state of
charge level in response to an increase in vehicle mass.

8. A method for operating a battery pack, comprising:

providing an adjustable battery state of charge maximum
level threshold for battery pack charging;

adjusting the adjustable battery state of charge maximum
level threshold for battery pack charging in response to
vehicle mass; and

providing zero battery pack charging power when a battery
state of charge is at the adjustable battery state of charge
maximum level threshold.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising adjusting the
adjustable battery state of charge maximum level threshold in
response to humidity, and where the adjustable battery state
of charge maximum level threshold is less than or equal to a
value equal to battery ampere hour capacity.

10. The method of claim 8, where the vehicle mass includes
mass of a trailer mechanically coupled to a vehicle, and fur-
ther comprising an adjustable battery state of charge mini-
mum level threshold adjusted in response to vehicle mass, and
providing zero battery pack discharging power when the bat-
tery state of charge is at the adjustable battery state of charge
minimum level threshold.

11. The method of claim 8, further comprising adjusting an
adjustable state of battery charge high level threshold where
battery charging power is reduced before battery charging
power is zero at the adjustable battery state of charge maxi-
mum leve] threshold.

12. The method of claim 8, where adjusting the adjustable
battery state of charge maximum level threshold includes
decreasing the adjustable battery state of charge maximum
level threshold in response to a decrease in vehicle mass.

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising reducing the
adjustable battery state of charge maximum level threshold in
response to no change in vehicle mass after a predetermined
duration.



